MY YEARS ON THE STAGE
regarded that I had come out of the effort successfully.
The Taming of the Shrew was really a novelty in 1887. A short version of the play known as Katherine and Petruchio had been played by a number of tragedians when they wanted a rest. This garbled version, which consisted mainly of the horse-play scenes in which Petruchio brandishes his whip and the leg of mutton about the stage, had been played by Edwin Booth. It was this version that Clara Morris and Louis James had played; in fact, for stage use the play had come to be known as Katherine and Petruchio. The Daly production went back to the play as written and The Induction was restored. Presumably, the characters in The Induction were then played for the first time in America.
Christopher Sly, a drunken tinker, is observed by a lord and his servants as they are coming from a hunt. Sly has been thrown out of an alehouse. It occurs to the lord to dress this fellow up and when he comes round to serve him with all ceremonies and make him believe that he is a great lord. The real lord has his page, a part very well played by the youthful Willie Collier, dress up as a woman and pretend to be the wife of Sly. When everything is ready the real lord, dressed as a servant, comes to him and says: the ever popular Mrs. Gilbert. Curtis is really aedimprovedthe .......................... PtrstPlayer
